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Governor Bush Kicks
Off Lecture Series

Touting a good education for chil-
dren as the top item on his agenda, in
March, Texas Governor George W. Bush
talked about school reform at the NCPA’s
first 1998 Hatton W. Sumners Distin-
guished Lecture Series luncheon.  

Whether it’s holding public schools
to a higher standard, or allowing parents
and students more school choice, “get the
job done” is the approach Bush uses
when it comes to education.  Since he
took office, Texas has adopted one of the
most progressive charter school laws in
the country.  Last session Bush signed
legislation authorizing unlimited charter
schools for “at-risk” children; authoriz-
ing 100 open enrollment charter schools
and giving greater choice to parents who
are unhappy with the status quo.

In addition to choice in education,
Governor Bush has created a system that
holds educators responsible for making
sure children are educated.  Texas has es-
tablished one of the first statewide school
accountability systems and implemented
rigorous testing standards that apply to
both regular and charter schools.  The
Governor wants to extend the state’s stan-
dards for accountability by doing away
with social promotions.   

New Venture to
Educate America

The National Center for Policy Anal-
ysis and CEO America have joined forces
to inject free-market ideas into the school
choice debate. The project, “Educating
America,” will employ radio, television
and syndicated newspaper columns, as
well as a series of publications.

The CEO America program, which
uses private donations to enable low-in-
come children to attend private schools, is
now operating in 32 cities, and has chan-
neled $50 million in financial aid to
14,000 student. Another 40,000 students
are on waiting lists.

The NCPA has already completed
four major events as part of the project. A
two-hour prime time Firing Line Debate
on school choice aired on 238 PBS sta-
tions last year.  A debate on school choice
was held on the PBS’ DebatesDebates
series, seen in 170 markets nationwide.

House Majority Leader Dick Armey is joined by NCPA Policy Chairman Pete du Pont, CEO America Na-
tional Chairman James Mansour and NCPA Senior Fellow Linda Morrison at a Capitol Hill briefing on
choice in education. See related story on page E3.

Texas Governor George W. Bush

An NCPA study by Linda Morrison on
tax credits for school choice was released
at a Capitol Hill press conference, fol-
lowed by an NCPA/CEO America brief-
ing for congressional aides (see page 3).

“I can’t think of a more appropriate
partnership,” said NCPA Executive Vice-
President Jeanette Goodman. “It’s the per-
fect marriage of theory and practice.”



Boston University Economics
Professor Laurence J. Kotlikoff dis-
cussed the future burden for taxpayers
caused by entitlement spending at an
April 2nd Policy Forum Luncheon
sponsored by the National Center for
Policy Analysis and the Federal Re-
serve Bank of Dallas.  

Recognized as the world’s leading
expert on “generational equity,” Kot-
likoff has shown that the current gen-
eration is living at the expense of the
next one and that future tax rates will

be staggering if we do not reform our
income transfer programs soon.

When it comes to the debate over
how best to reform Social Security,
Kotlikoff said, “It’s time for politicians
to step aside and let a solid group of
economists, working without a politi-
cal agenda, develop the best reform
plan.” 

Kotlikoff’s own plan to privatize
Social Security includes using a con-
sumption tax to buffer the transition. 

NCPA
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Professor Laurence J. Kotlikoff addresses the future of Social Security at a Policy Forum Luncheon.

NCPA Vice President – Domestic Policy Merrill Matthews, Texas
A&M’s Tom Savings and Dr. Andrew Rettenmaier and NCPA
President John Goodman.

Idea House More
Inviting

Idea House, the Internet Web-
site of the NCPA, has been re-
tooled to make it more accessible
and user-friendly. Among the new
features:

■ Highlights of each day’s issue of
Daily Policy Digest now appear on
the home page.

■ Highlights from the NCPA’s cal-
endar of events, publications, press
releases and announcements also
appear on the home page.

■ Viewers can assess the NCPA’s
major policy issues from the home
page.

■ Navigation is easier because an
issue frame allows viewers easy
access to all policy issues from
anywhere in the site.

“Idea House, is already get-
ting a quarter of a million hits a
month,” said Devon Herrick,
NCPA’s information systems man-
ager for online services. “These
changes should attract even more
users.”

Dr. Laurence Kotlikoff Addresses

New Econometric Model Due Out This
Fall

The National Center for Policy Analysis has entered an agreement with
the Private Enterprise Research Center at Texas A&M to produce a new
econometric model to analyze Medicare and Social Security, and propos-
als to privatize elderly entitlement programs. The model is being developed
under the direction of Texas A&M economics professor Tom Savings and
Dr. Andrew Rettenmaier. 

Dr. Merrill Matthews, NCPA vice president-domestic policy said, “the
model will be the most comprehensive model ever developed for analyz-
ing elderly entitlement programs.

“It will be a valuable tool to help us find the best ways to save Social
Security and Medicare through fully funded, personal savings accounts.  It
will allow us to accurately analyze alternative proposals to determine which
ones work best,” he said.



On the Hill
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NCPA President John Goodman talks health care reform with Louisiana Congressman Jim McCrery at
a Capitol Hill briefing on a Patient Bill of Rights.

Texas Senator Phil Gramm talks about Medicare
and Social Security reform at an NCPA luncheon in
February.

The NCPA held two events in Washington, D.C., on March 10 to publicize ef-
forts on behalf of school choice.  The events were part of the “Educating America”
project, sponsored by the NCPA and CEO America.

At a Capitol Hill press conference, the NCPA released a study by Senior Fel-
low Linda Morrison. The study argues for allowing a dollar-for-dollar tax credit up
to $1,000 per child for money spent on tuition expenses at any qualified non-gov-
ernmental school.

“Polls show parents would like to exercise choice,” said NCPA Vice President-
Public Affairs Katy Meaker Menges. “Almost six of 10 parents say they’d send their
kids to private schools if they could afford it.”

At a briefing for congressional aides, House Majority Leader Dick Armey (R-
Texas) made the case for giving vouchers to 2,000 of the neediest students in Wash-
ington’s failing public school program.

Other speakers included CEO America National Chairman James Mansour,
CEO America Vice President-Public Affairs Zack Dawes, Kevin Teasly of the
American Education Reform Foundation, Linda Morrison, NCPA Policy Chair-
man Gov. Pete du Pont and NCPA President Dr. John C. Goodman.

Gramm Addresses
Capitol Hill Club
Meeting

Texas Senator Phil Gramm spoke at
an NCPA Capitol Hill Club luncheon
and briefing in February in Washington
D.C. The audience included corporate
and trade association representatives,
and think tank policy analysts.  Gramm,
who reviewed proposals for Medicare
and Social Security reform, is a member
of the Bi-partisan Commission on the
Future of Medicare and Chairman of the
Senate Finance Committee’s Health Care
Subcommittee.

Do We Need a Patient
Bill of Rights?

House Ways and Means Subcom-
mittee member Jim McCrery joined an
all star group of health policy experts on
Capitol Hill for an NCPA briefing on a
Patient Bill of Rights.  The briefing ad-
dressed such questions as: Should people
be able to join a health plan that restricts
doctors choices and limits access to di-
agnostic tests in return for lower premi-
ums? What recourse should patients have
if things later go wrong? And what if em-
ployees have no real choice other than
their employer’s health plan?  Panelists
concluded that current proposals before
Congress would boost the cost of health
insurance and cause the number of peo-
ple who go without insurance to increase
by 10 percent to 20 percent.  The pro-
posal would also unintentionally abolish
the traditional HMO.  As an alternative,
NCPA President John Goodman recom-
mended patient protection accounts (a
new type of MSA) and personal and
portable health insurance.  Panelists in-
cluded Charles “Chip” Kahn, president-

elect of the Health Insurance Association
of America; Mark Litow with Milliman
& Robertson; NCPA Vice President
Merrill Matthews; and Grace-Marie Ar-
nett, chairwoman of the Health Care
Consensus Group.

NCPA Delivers One-Two Punch on 
Capitol Hill 
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Joining the NCPA
You can count on my support:

Name

Street

City State Zip

Phone Fax

Your Contribution: You will receive:

Member $100 - $499 Executive Alert plus Daily Policy Digestin e-mail box
Patron $500 - $999 Memberplus selected executive summaries of studies
Sponsor $1,000 - $2,499 Patronplus all NCPA publications
Benefactor $2,500 - $4,999 Sponsor plus invitations to select conferences, seminars and briefings
President’s Council $5,000 - $9,999 Benefactor plus special meetings with the NCPA President
Chairman’s Club $10,000 - $49,999President’s Council plus invitations to all NCPA conferences, 

seminars, briefings, and international conference and special meetings 
with the NCPA President and Board of Directors

I am unable to contribute at the levels listed above but would like to make a donation 
in the amount of $

Please send this form and your check to:
National Center for Policy Analysis, 12655 N. Central Expy., Suite 720 
Dallas, Texas 75243, (972) 386-6272, fax (972) 386-0924 

The NCPA is a nonprofit, tax-exempt organization described under Section 501(c)(3) of the IRS Code. Contributions are tax de-
ductible to the extent that the amount contributed exceeds the value of goods or services received.
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Focus Point Expands
to 290 Markets

NCPA Policy Chairman, Governor
Pete du Pont’s daily radio commentary,
Focus Point, is reaching farther than ever
before.  Beginning April 13, Focus Point
expanded to 290 radio stations across the
country including 30 stations in Texas
with its debut on USA Radio Network’s
Daybreak USAmorning program.  Focus
Pointoriginally aired  six days a week on
Radio America’s Dateline Washington
news show and five days a week in other
markets, reaching a total of 150 radio sta-
tions nationwide.    It now reaches  an ad-
ditional 140 stations five days a week on
Daybreak USA. Governor du Pont’s
commentaries analyze critical issues or
national problems and offer conservative,
free market solutions.  With the expan-
sion, Focus Pointcan now be heard in
major cities in all sections of America in-
cluding Los Angeles, San Diego, Seattle,
Portland,  New York, Boston, Philadel-
phia, Pittsburgh, Dallas, Houston, Austin,
Washington, D.C., Atlanta, Miami,
Phoenix, Kansas City and New Orleans.

Dr. Goodman Receives
Spirit of Independence
Award

National Center for Policy Analysis Pres-
ident Dr. John Goodman was the recipient of
the 5th annual Spirit of Independence Award.
This award, presented by the National Associ-
ation of Health Underwriters, goes to an indi-
vidual who has made major contributions in the
support of U.S. health care – especially in the
interest of consumer protection.  Dr. Goodman
received the award at a special ceremony Tues-
day, March 17, 1998 during the NAHU’s Capi-
tol Conference in Washington, D.C.  Past re-
cipients of the Spirit of
Independence Award in-
clude the Honorable Bill
Gradison, House Speaker
Newt Gingrich, Ambasador
of Free Enterprise Herman
Cain and Attorney Kent
Masterson Brown.

Washington Office Has
New Address!

The Washington, D.C. office of
the NCPA is moving to a new loca-
tion on May 15, 1998.

The new address, located in
Metropolitan Square, is 655 15th
Street Northwest, Suite 375, Wash-
ington, D.C.  20005.  The new office
is across from the U.S. Treasury and
in the same building that houses the
Old Ebbitt Grill.  The phone and
FAX numbers will remain the same.

Staff Notes ...
The NCPA has two new staff mem-

bers in the Dallas office:
Nancy Stampsis the new Events

Secretary and comes with an impressive
background in databases and computer
skills.

Charles (Chuck) Milliken serves
the NCPA as the Information Systems
Specialist working to keep the NCPA’s
computers as responsive and up-to-date
as possible.

NAHU Legislative Council
Chairman Bynum Tuttle, NCPA
President John Goodman and
NAHU President Dwight Maz-
zone at the presentation of the
Spirit of Independence Award.


