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• Between 1992 and 1996, Texas fourth graders also 
showed the greatest improvement of those in any 
state. 
Some critics of testing have complained that teachers 

Texas has adopted one of the most liberal charter teach to the tests. Even ifthat is true, when the tests are 
school laws in the country. It also has established one of constructed properly they measure skills students need 
the first statewide school accountability systems, a model to learn. 
for the nation. Rigorous testing standards that apply to Charter Schools. Despite accountability, Texas has 
both regular and charter schools give parents the infor- some low performing public schools, and an increasing 
mation they need to evaluate their children's schools and number of parents are finding charter schools an attrac-
compare them with other schools. Let's take a look. tive alternative. Charter schools are public schools that 

Accountability. Under the accountability system, operate with a great deal of autonomy. Many are 
educators are given specific benchmarks, offered more founded by parents, teachers and social service orga-
freedom to find the best ,-"----------------"-"--"-----------, nizations. They receive 
ways to help students learn FIGURE I about the same per pupil 
and held accountable for expenditure for mainte-

Texas Schools the results: nance and operations as 
• Annual testing in basic At Risk Students Minority Students other public schools, but 

skills allows parents and receive no capital fund-
Charter 

the general public to Schools ing. In Texas, this means 
compare student pro- Charter they get about $4,000 per 

Schools 
gress year by year, 76% pupil each year, compared 
grade by grade and to about $5,000 per pupil 
school by school. for traditional public 

• School districts are re- schools. 
quired to disseminate Currently, charter 
student test results in schools in Texas serve 
ways parents can under- 4,200 students in grades 
stand and even to make I K-12. For the coming 
them available to local I year, the Texas Legisla-
newspapers. i ture has authorized as 

• Schools face conse- I many as 100 additional, 
quences ranging from~ I regular state charter 
cashawardsforhighrat-I ~ schools plus an unlimited 
ings to escalating sanc- '------------------------ number specifically serv-
tions for low ones. ing at-risk students. In addition, individual school dis-
Results. The approach has paid off. In the 1996 tricts can authorize an unlimited number oflocal campus 

charter schools. National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 
fourth graders in Texas, a state with a high percentage of 
poor and minority children, had among the highest math 
scores in the nation. 

• Both white and black fourth graders had higher aver­
age scores than their counterparts in any of the other 
38 states that participated, and Hispanic fourth grad­
ers averaged sixth highest. 

Texas law exempts charter schools from many nones­
sential regulations other public schools face: 

• Charter schools do not have to hire state-certified 
teachers or pay minimum salaries. 

• In addition to accountability standards, they are only 
required to meet health, safety and nondiscrimination 
rules. 
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• Anyone can start a charter school; even a private 
school can become a charter school and several al­
ready have done so. 

29.3% White 
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poorly performing schools have been given a temporary 
reprieve. Beginning next year, however, special educa­
tion and Spanish-speaking students' scores will be 
counted. In addition, Gov. George W. Bush has pro­
posed ending social promotions, as President Clinton 
has for the nation as a whole. 

Overall, increasingly tough standards applied to more 
students and more schools - coupled with more free­
dom of choice for parents - is proving to be a formula 
for success. 

This Brief Analysis was prepared by NCPA Senior 
Scholar Dorman E. Cordell. 

Note: Nothing written here should be construed as necessarily reflecting the views of the National Center for Policy Analysis 
or as an attempt to aid or hinder the passage of any legislation. 


