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NCPA Launches Extensive Multimedia Campaign                                                                      
to Educate Consumers on Health Reform

NCPA Hosts First Formal Debate on 
Health Reform Act

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What Does Health Reform 
Mean for You? 

A Consumer’s Guide 
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 972-386-6272
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601 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 

Suite 900 South Building 
Washington, DC 20004
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What If I Am on 
Medicare?

According to Medicare’s 
chief actuary:

•	 Medicare	Advantage	
members will lose 
$1,267 in Medicare payments in 2014 — 
resulting	in	lower	benefits	and	higher	
premiums.

•	 One	of	every	two	Medicare	Advantage	
members (7.4 million) will lose their     
plan entirely.

•	 One	in	seven	hospitals	may	go	out	of	
business, and doctors may not take new 
patients because of cuts in their fees. 

There	are	a	number	of	new	promised	benefits,	
including:

•	 Medicare	will	pay	for	an	annual	checkup.

•	 Deductibles	and	copayments	will	be	
eliminated for many preventive services.

•	 If	you	are	in	the	prescription	drug	
“doughnut hole” and you are not getting 
other drug subsidies, you may qualify for a 
$250 rebate.

•	 Eventually	(in	2019),	the	doughnut	hole	
will be eliminated. 

However,	for	each	$1	in	new	benefits,	there	
will be $10 in reduced Medicare spending. 
Also, there is no funding to make sure all the 
promised	services	will	be	available.	If	everyone	
on Medicare took advantage of a free annual 
checkup, for example, we would need 23,000 
extra doctors just to meet the demand.

How Will the Government Enforce 
the Requirement to Buy Insurance?

Will I Be Able to See a Doctor?
With millions of newly insured people trying 
to obtain more care, Medicare actuaries predict 
that you may not be able to see a doctor when 
you need help. 

In	Massachusetts,	with	a	similar	health	reform:

New patients in Boston wait an average of •	
63 days to see a family doctor.

More people than ever are seeking care at •	
hospital emergency rooms.

Another problem: Giving everyone all of the 
newly promised free preventive services would 
leave every family doctor in America with no 
time to do anything else that doctors do!

The	enforcer	of	health	reform	is	the	Internal	
Revenue Service.

How Will Medical Care Change?
Some insurers are already offering plans that 
keep premiums down by restricting which 
doctors you can see. 

Also, the new law encourages doctors to form 
Accountable	Care	Organizations	(ACOs)	—	a	
new	type	of	HMO	that	rewards	doctors	for	
meeting	government	guidelines.	In	an	ACO:

Doctors and nurses will practice in •	
teams, and you will not necessarily 
see the same ones on each visit.

You will not be allowed to get care •	
from	doctors	outside	of	the	ACO.

Although care is supposed to be •	
higher	quality,	the	ACOs	will	get	to	
keep any money they save by giving 
you fewer tests and services.

 Cuts in Medicare                                                                  
Spending per Person

           Conventional            Medicare
                Medicare   Advantage

          2011    $  22     $  195   
          2012   112         585
          2013   201         877
          2014   290      1,267

Sources: National Center for Policy Analysis 
and	the	Congressional	Budget	Offi	ce.

What

Health Reform 
   Does

Mean
for You?

What Can I Do?

Visit www.ncpa.org/HealthReform today to:

•	 Order	more	copies	of	this	pamphlet	and	
share them with others.

•	 Learn	more	about	the	new	health	care	law	
by reading a more detailed analysis with 
links to sources.

The NCPA has released a uniquely 
unbiased health reform pamphlet 
(at left), along with a consumer’s 
guide (above), which contains more 
detailed analysis of health reform.

The NCPA has released a first-of-its-kind informational pamphlet, 
“What Does Health Reform Mean for You?,” to explain the major 
points of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act in a 
succinct and unbiased way.  “This pamphlet is the first unbiased 
summary of health care reform costs and benefits, and it’s a unique 
resource,” said NCPA President and CEO and Kellye Wright 
Fellow John C. Goodman. 

The purpose of the pamphlet, along with a consumer’s guide 
that serves as a more detailed companion to the pamphlet, is to 
help consumers understand what to expect from health reform. In 
the first week of the campaign, concerned citizens purchased more 
than 225,000 pamphlets. With a goal of 10 million pamphlets 
to be distributed before the end of the year, the NCPA is urging 
consumers to order pamphlets at www.ncpa.org/HealthReform and 
to share them with their friends, family and health care providers, as 
well as through e-mail and social media networks.    

Students Debate Peace at 
Leadership Camp
Forty-eight students, 
24 from the U.S. 
and 24 from Jordan, 
debated whether the 
U.S. should support a 
comprehensive peace 
agreement between 
Israel and Palestine.  

This year’s Four Star 
Debate program took 
place at the King’s 
Academy near Amman, 
Jordan. His Majesty King Abdullah II 
bin al-Hussein made a special visit to this 
year’s camp to speak to the students at one 
of the sessions.  (story continues on page 3)

General Tommy Franks 
was a sponsor and featured 
speaker at this year’s Four 
Star Debate leadership 
camp, held in Jordan.

The NCPA recently hosted 
what may have been the 
first formal debate about 
the Affordable Care Act 
since its passage.  
Ron Anderson, president and 
CEO of the Parkland Hospital 
System in Dallas, and NCPA 
President and CEO and 
Kellye Wright Fellow John 
C. Goodman debated the 
anticipated costs and changes 
in the quality of care caused by 
implementation of the Act.

“What was remarkable was not how much we disagreed, but 
how much we agreed,” Goodman said. (story continues on page 2)

Parkland Hospital System President and 
CEO Ron Anderson debated the effects of 
health reform with NCPA President and 
CEO and Kellye Wright Fellow John C. 
Goodman at a recent forum.
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Health Care Forum

Forum Draws Capacity Crowd, 
Health Industry Elite 

Counter-clockwise from above: NCPA President and CEO and Kellye Wright Fellow John 
C. Goodman addresses a full capacity crowd at a recent NCPA-sponsored health care forum, 
featuring Goodman and Parkland Hospital System President and CEO Ron Anderson; 
NCPA donor Douglas Newby; NCPA Board Member Greg Wilkinson; NCPA donor Nora 
Janjan; NCPA donor Larry Foster; and NCPA donor Jody Hawn.

(story continued from page 1)

Goodman and Anderson frequently fall 
on different sides of health policy issues. 
Both predicted that emergency room traffic 
will increase rather than decrease, access to 
care for seniors and the disabled will be so 
impaired that they are at risk of becoming 
like Medicaid enrollees and will be forced to 
seek care at community health centers and 
safety-net hospitals, and that extraordinary 
discretionary power is being given to one federal agency to make decisions that will affect everyone. 

The forum was co-sponsored by NCN, a Dallas-based health care technology corporation.

NCPA President and CEO and Kellye Wright Fellow John C. Goodman engaged in lively 
discussion with Parkland Hospital System President and CEO Ron Anderson about the 
Affordable Care Act and how health reform will affect the nation’s health care system.
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Four Star Debate Program

(story continued from page 1)
The students not only debated the issues, but also took 
part in 10 days of leadership training and heard from such 
experts as General Tommy Franks, former Ambassador 
Robert Jordan, Dr. Mahmoud Labadi, former Director 
General of the Palestinian Legislative Council, NCPA 
President John C. Goodman and many others.  

The winners of this year’s debate camp were Jeris 
Abuhoran of Salt, Jordan and Brit Woods of Flower 
Mound, Texas.  The program, now in its third year, was 
developed by Gen. Franks as a program of the General 
Tommy Franks Leadership Institute and is cosponsored 
by Oklahoma Christian University and the NCPA.

Students Debate Middle East Issues, 
Excel in Leadership Training

Clockwise from top: NCPA Board Member and retired Four-Star General 
Tommy Franks welcomes the 24 high school students from America chosen to 
participate in this year’s Four Star Debate camp with 24 Jordanian students; 
the students pose for a group photo at the end of the camp; Tal Harris, 
Executive Director of OneVoice in Israel, speaks to the students about effective 
leadership and conflict resolution; Four Star Debate student, Andrew McNair, 
from Argyle, Texas, presents his debate to the panel of judges; Ambassador 
Robert Jordan, former U.S. Ambassador to Saudi Arabia, speaks with students 
between debates; one of the winners of the camp, Jeris Abuhoran of Salt, 
Jordan, delivers his speech on Middle East issues to the judges; students listen 
eagerly during leadership training given by NCPA and other experts; and the 
student winners with Goodman, Franks, and Oklahoma Christian University 
President Mike O’Neal. Four Star Debate students are trained in strategic 
thinking, planning, communication, teamwork and persuasion. This year’s 
camp took place at the King’s Academy, near Amman, Jordan.
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Other NCPA News

Goodman Voted Among “100 Most Powerful People in Healthcare”
Modern Healthcare magazine has named NCPA 
President and CEO and Kellye Wright Fellow John 
C. Goodman one of the “100 Most Powerful People in 
Healthcare” in the United States for 2010. The annual 
competition recognizes the men and women considered 
among the most influential throughout the industry, as 
chosen by the health trade publication’s readers.  

This year, the nomination list more than doubled 
to nearly 56,000 nominees. Those with the most 
nominations comprised the final ballot of 300. Readers 
were then invited to vote from that list, with only the 
top 100 being chosen for the honor. 

Modern Healthcare previously named Goodman one 
of “Healthcare’s Four Fathers” in an earlier feature on 
top influencers of health care reform.

Upcoming NCPA Events

September 21–22, 2010
Keynote Speaker: Art Laffer
Renowned economist, “Father of Supply-Side 
Economics,” founding member of the Congressional 
Policy Advisory Board and member of President Reagan’s 
Economic Policy Advisor Board
Madison Hotel  Washington, D.C.

NCPA Chairman’s Council Policy Forum

For reservations, please visit www.ncpa.org/events/

October 5, 2010
James Carville and Mary Matalin

Political strategists and commentators, authors, 
and former advisors to President Bill Clinton 

(Carville), President George W. Bush (Matalin) 
and Vice President Dick Cheney (Matalin)

Hilton Anatole  Dallas, Texas

NCPA/Sumners Distinguished Lecture Series

NCPA President and CEO and Kellye Wright Fellow John C. Goodman told 
FOX News on August 5 that half of the funding for health reform is paid for 
by cutting spending on the elderly and disabled.

Visit our Web site at www.ncpa.org, where you can connect with us via Facebook, 
Twitter, LinkedIn, YouTube, Flickr, and Helium; and sign up by e-mail or RSS feed to 

receive new NCPA publications, policy updates, newsletters, blog alerts and more!

Designer  . . . . . . . .  Amber Jones

The NCPA is a research and             
education organization operating 
under Section 501(c)(3) of the IRS 
Code. You can contribute to our 
effort by mailing your donation to 
our Dallas headquarters or visiting 
our Web site at www.ncpa.org and 
clicking “Support Us.” For more 
information, please contact Eileen 
Resnik at eileen.resnik@ncpa.org. 
The NCPA depends solely on the 
contributions of individuals, corpora-
tions and foundations that advocate 
private sector solutions to public 
policy problems. All contributions are 
tax deductible and the NCPA accepts 
no government grants or contracts.
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