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Goodman Debates Reinhardt 
at D.C. Conference
NCPA President John Goodman and nation-
ally renowned Princeton University Professor 
Uwe Reinhardt (far right) debated the future of 
Health Savings Accounts (HSAs) at the annual 
Consumer Directed Health Care Conference in 
Washington, D.C.  
 “Health care cannot be both easily acces-
sible and free,” Dr. Goodman said.  “It must be 
one or the other.  Waiting is not an accidental 
byproduct of modern health care delivery.  It is 
an essential ingredient.”  Reinhardt conceded 
that Americans would be impatient with a one-
payer system.
 Goodman noted the rapid rise in popular-
ity of HSAs among both employers and employees, 
and emphasized that increased use of technology, such 
as e-mail, will give patients greater access to quality 
health care.

New Study on Hospital Infections

NCPA Senior Fellow Devon Herrick told attendees at the 
Consumer-Directed Health Care Conference how consumers can 
signifi cantly lower their prescription drug bills simply by shop-
ping for drugs the same way they shop for bread.

Th e NCPA and the Committee to Reduce Infection Deaths (RID) 
co-sponsored a study released at a Washington, D.C. news con-
ference, concluding that if avian fl u wings its way to the U.S. or a 
disease like smallpox were unleashed by terrorists, the mortality rate 
would soar due to preventable hospital infections.  RID Chairman 
and former Lieutenant Governor of New York Betsy McCaughey 
(below) told reporters, “Shoddy infection control ruins lives.  It’s 
poor preparation and poor homeland security, as well.”
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Health Care Advisory Group

NCPA’s Health Advisory 
Group Hears from White 
House, Senate Leaders

(Counterclockwise) NCPA Board Chairman 
Pete du Pont (above, right) with NCPA 
Founders’ Circle Member Larry Hirsch.

Elise Gemeinhardt, vice president of federal 
aff airs, (upper left) of the United Health 
Group.

Roy Ramthun (left), special assistant to 
President Bush for health policy. 
 

(below, left to right) Ronny B. Lancaster, 
senior vice president of Federal Government 
Relations, and Dr. Ed Harper, senior vice 
president, both of Assurant Health and John 
Dresser, executive director of the Coalition 
for Aff ordable Health Care, with Steve 
Northrup, health policy director for the Sen-
ate Committee on Health, Education, Labor 
and Pensions.                      

Special Assistant to the President 
Roy Ramthun gave members of the 
NCPA’s Health Care Advisory Group 
(HAG) a sneak preview of President 
Bush’s 2006 State of the Union ad-
dress at the group’s latest meeting in 
Washington, D.C.
 Ramthun, the president’s point 
man on health policy, discussed vari-
ous White House initiatives, such as 
improvements to Health Savings 
Accounts (HSAs) and Medicare and 
Medicaid reform.
 In a roundtable discussion with 
HAG members, he said that the 
president would like to give HSAs 
more fl exibility, including increased contri-
bution limits and provisions for converting 
Health Reimbursement Accounts to HSAs.
 Steven Northrup, health policy director for 
the Senate Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor and Pensions, who thanked the NCPA 
for its health care reform eff orts, told HAG 
members that Association Health  Plans and 
personal and portable health plans were still 
“on the table” in Congress.
 Th e NCPA’s Health Care Advisory Group 
meets twice a year in Washington,  D. C. to 
shape public policy debate and discuss real-
world implications of health care policies.
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States & Scholars        

Texas State Senator Florence Sha-
piro (above) addresses Sumners 
scholarship students at this year’s 
Public Policy Seminar.  Sen. Sha-
piro led a panel on the prospects 
for School Finance Reform in 
the Texas Legislature.  She also 
delivered the seminar’s keynote 
speech on “Preparing for Life and 
Politics.”  

Public Policy Debate Fills Sumners Scholars 
Weekend Seminar
Students from more than eight Texas colleges and universities attended this 
year’s Sumners Scholars Public Policy Seminar in Dallas.  More than 60 
students and faculty members heard debates and participated in discussions 
about issues such as a fl at tax, alternative energy sources and national energy 
policy, the role of the Supreme Court, and school fi nance reform.  Guest 
speakers included Rep. Jeb Hensarling (R-TX), State Sen. Florence Shapiro 
(R-Plano), Justice Jim Moseley of Texas’s Fifth District Court of Appeals, 
Bernard Weinstein, director 
of the Center for Economic 
Development and Research, 
Tom Smith, director of 
Texas Public Citizen, and 
Michael Linz, vice presi-
dent of legal matters for the 
American Civil Liberties 
Union.  NCPA staff  mem-
bers moderated the sessions 
and participated in several 
seminar debates and student 
discussions.

NCPA Promotes Reform in States, Launches SPN Medicaid Exchange 

NCPA Board Chairman Pete du Pont (above, center) told the 
Economic Club of Indiana that Social Security is in dire fi nancial 
trouble and Personal Retirement Accounts are the most cost-ef-
fective way to reform the system.  “Every day we delay reform 
means making up the shortfall in Social Security will be even more 
expensive,” Gov. du Pont said.  “If we reform Social Security now 
we can ensure promised benefi ts to current retirees and an adequate 
retirement for younger workers.”

NCPA President John Goodman ap-
plauded South Carolina Gov. Mark 
Sanford (below, right) for his state’s 
innovative and cost-eff ective approach 
to Medicaid reform at this year’s annual 
meeting of the State Policy Network 
(SPN) in Charleston.  Th e NCPA also 
recently launched the Medicaid Ex-
change, a joint online eff ort with the 
SPN that provides the latest information 
on Medicaid research and reform initia-
tives (sign-up: www.ncpa.org/sub/spn).

Bill Goodwin (left), vice president for Community Development, and Chuck 
Preston (right), program director for Community Development, both of Lilly 
Endowment Inc.,  with Gov. du Pont.



Glenn Mitchell passed away suddenly just before Th anksgiving.  Glenn was a long-
time associate of the NCPA, having served as editor of “Economic Freedom in North 
America,” a report published annually by the NCPA and the Fraser Institute of 
Canada.  Glenn also edited “Notes on Freedom,” a book published by the NCPA in 
2000 that assessed the 21st century status of issues such as private property, individual 
liberty, self-reliance and limited government, which were principles advocated in the 
writings of two 18th century Englishmen who took the pen name of the Roman 
statesman, Cato.

 Glenn was best known for his work with KERA-FM in Dallas-Fort Worth, where 
he hosted several NCPA experts and authors on his popular mid-day talk show.  His 
radio show was so successful that he was scheduled to begin national syndication via 

satellite on January 1.

 “Glenn was an extraordi-
narily thoughtful public policy 
commentator.  He had ideas and 
insights on the day’s issues that, 
together, gave one a fresh perspec-
tive on what was, in fact, going on.  
Glenn added a great deal to an 
understanding of reality as op-
posed to political spin of the daily 
press,” said NCPA Board Chair-
man Pete du Pont.

 We will miss him.

 

Glenn Mitchell

1950-2005
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Th e NCPA is a research and education organiza-
tion operating under Section 501(c)(3) of the 
Internal Revenue Code.  You can contribute to 
our eff orts by mailing your donation to our Dallas 
headquarters or logging on to our Web site at 
www.ncpa.org and clicking “Donate.”
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In Memoriam

NCPA

NCPA Appoints Graduate Student Fellow
Pamela Villarreal (at right) has been appointed graduate student fellow at the 
NCPA.  Pam is a graduate student at the University of Texas at Dallas, pursuing 
degrees in applied economics and political 
economy.  She has interned in the NCPA 
publications department for two years, 
providing support for many NCPA research 
projects.  Pam has authored several NCPA 
special reports,  including “Taxing Forests 
to Death” and “Th inking Outside the Big 
Box.”  She also has  served as co-author of 
“Smart Growth = Crime, Congestion and 
Poverty,” “Health Care for Hurricane Vic-
tims,” Housing for Hurricane Victims,” and 
“Teachers’ Cost of Living Matters More.”   

Events Schedule

Upcoming Hatton W.  
Sumners Distinguished 
Lecture Series Speakers 

for 2006

Feb. 16:  
Christopher Hitchens
 Wyndham Anatole Hotel
 Wedgwood Ballroom
 11:30 - 1:30 p.m. 

 

Mar. 2:  
Walter Cronkite—conversation 
with NCPA Board Chairman 
Pete du Pont
 Wyndham Anatole Hotel
 Chantilly Ballroom
 11:30 - 1:30 p.m.

For reservation information, call 
NCPA Events at (972) 386-6272.


