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WHAT'SHAPPENING AT THE NCPA

NCPA & AMA Host
Health Reform
Briefing

“Thereareabout 44 million Ameri-
cans who lack hedlth insurance in any
year. Thetime hascometo work togeth-
e on arefundabletax-credit to purchase
hedthinsurance.” That wasthe biparti-
san message from Rep. Nancy Johnson
(R-Conn.), the chairwomean of the House
Ways & Means
Hedlth Subcommit-
tee, and her fellow
subcommittee
member Rep. Jm
McDermott  (D-
Wash.) asthey ad-
dressed a Capital
Hill briefing onthe
competing visons
for creating ahedlth
caretax credit hogt-
ed by the NCPA
and the American Rep. JimMeDermatt
Medicd Associa '
tion (AMA). (D-Wash,)

The briefing was moderated by E.
Ratcliffe Anderson, J. MD, Executive
Vice President and CEO of the AMA.
Reps. Johnson and McDermott detailed
their differing gpproachesto tax credits,
which have each garnered bipartisan sup-
port. The briefing aso festured presen-
tations by NCPA President John C.
Goodman, who provided answers for
many of the prevailing questions about
how a refundable tax credit approach
might work to reducethe uninsured; and
AMA economigt Gregory Wozniak, who
discussed his organization’'smulation
modd, which dlowsthe AMA's Center
for Hedlth Policy Research to estimate
thevarying costsand increasesin hedlth
coveragefor the competing tax credit re-
form proposas.

(Left to

Right) John C. Goodman, NCPA President; E. Ratcliffe Anderson, Jr. MD,
Executive Vice President and CEO of the AMA; and Jesse Hixson and Greg Wozniak,
co-directors of the AMA's Center for Health Policy Research.
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Rep. Nancy Johnson (R-Conn.), Chairwoman
of the House Ways & Means Subcommittee on
Heelth.

Asmus Speaks Across
the Country

NCPA senior economist Barry As
mus continues to keep a busy schedule
traveling the country, Spesking to business
and community groups. Rarely doesa
week go by without Dr. Asmusgiving a
presentation to some convention, confer-
ence or medting, somewhere. Infact, he
spesks to about six different groups a
month, averaging between 70 and 80
gpeechesayedr. Recent presentationsin-
cudesuchindudry leadersascredit card
giant American Express, Texas-based
computer manufacturer Compaqg, farm
equipment leader John Deere, and insur-
ancemainday State Farm.

Named by USA Today asoneof the
fivemost requested speakersin Ameri-
ca, hiscomments on business, the econ-
omy, thefuture, globalization and public
policy arefull of enthusiasmand humor.




On TheHill

Bartlett TdIsHouse
Tax Cut isAffordable,
Necessary

Presdent George W. Bush's pro-
posed 10-year $1.6 trillion tax cut will not
cog asmuch asis predicted because the
published estimates do not takeinto ac-
count that the rate cut will simulatethe
€conomy.

That was the primary message of
leading supply-sider and NCPA Senior
Fdlow Bruce Bartlett intestimony before
the House Budge Committeein March.
Bartlett aso opposed cregting an auto-
matic trigger within the budget that
would makefuturetax cuts dependent on
mesting acertainlevd of budget surplus.
“Rate cuts are never redly permanent,”
hesad. “Congress can easily chooseto
raise taxes on its own a any time, and
doessoregularly.”

NCPA Hods
Medicare Reform
Briefing

Even though the prescription drug
issueisat “fever pitch” in Congress itis
“unlikely” thet legidation will passthis
year because of alack of consensuson
how aMedicare drug benefit would be
funded and structured, said Gail Wilen-
sky, Chair of theMedicare Payment Ad-
visory Commission and former Director
of the Hedlth Care Financing Adminis-
tration. The briefing was cogoonsored by
the Nationa Association for Business

Economics Hedth Economics
Roundtable.

Als at the briefing, NCPA Senior
Fellow Robert Goldberg stressed thet the
effort to creste auniversd drug benefit on
top of theexisting Medicare programwill
leed to price controls, rationing and de-
layed access to breskthrough medicines
at theexpense of poor and chronicaly ill
seniors.

NCPA Presdent John Goodman

noted that according to astudy conduct-
ed for the NCPA by Milliman & Robert-

Gail Wilensky, Chair of the Medicare Payment
Advisory Commission (above) and NCPA
Senior Fellow Robert Goldberg (right) discuss
Medicare and prescription drugs at a recent
briefing.

son, Inc., one of the nation’sleading ac-
tuaria consulting firms on health bene-
fits, if the elderly were dlowed to com-
bine Medicare funds with the money
they currently spend on privateinsurance
and pay premiumsinto acomprehensve
private plan instead, they could have ac-
cessto full prescription drug coverage
without the government spending an ad-
ditiona dime.

NATIONAL CENTER FOR POLICY ANALYSIS

MAY/JUNE 2001 E2



President Giscard D’Estaing Speaks at
SumnersLecture

1. NCPA President John C. Goodman asks
former French President Valéry Giscard
D’Estaing a question during the recent
SunmersLecture.

2. NCPA Senior Vice President Jeanette
Goodman visits with NCPA Board Member
Bud Sith following the Sumners Lecture.

3. NCPA Board Member Dan Cook talks with
President Giscard D’ Estaing.

4. Hugh Akin, Executive Director of the
Hatton W. Sunmers Foundation, talks with
Sumners scholars Clarissa Hodges (center)
and Stephanie Smith of the SMIU Dedman
School of Law.

5. President Giscard D’ Estaing speaks with
Sherrill and JoAnn Pettus.

NCPA/PRI Hosts Conference on Urban

Sprawl

6. Pacific Research Ingtitute President Sally
Pipes gives welcoming remarks, at a recent
conference on urban sprawl co-hosted by
the NCPA and PRI in Dallas.

7. NCPA Senior Policy Analyst H. Serling
Burnett talks about the environmental
impacts of suburban growth.

8. The Heritage Foundation’s Ron Utt (left)
and PRI’'s Steven Hayward (right) talk
between sessons.
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NCPA Personnel

NCPA President John Goodman (left) and Advocare President and Founder Charlie Ragusvisit with
Retired General Norman Schwar zkopf in Dallas.

Goodman Takes School Choice Messageto
Howard Universty

Our country aready hasadefacto system of school choice, and it works reason-
ably well solong asyou're not poor. That wasthe message NCPA President John C.
Goodman conveyed at asymposium a Howard University Law School. Thecatchis
thet in order to select aschool for ther children, parents have to be able and willing to
purchaseahomeitsvicinity. Since houses near better schools cost more money, there
isahiddentuitionin theform of higher housing pricesthat rations attendance.

Goodman noted that since middle and upper income families aready exercise
choice, the schoal choice debate essentialy isabout alowing the children of poor fam:
iliesto escape lousy schools, whether to a private school or to another public school.
Evidence from around the country showsthat wherethe poor are given choice, it ben-
efitschildren, teechers and parents.

The Howard University Law School, which isthe nation’s most prominent
predominantly African-Americanlaw schoal, isplanning agpeciad issueof itsLaw Jour-
na thisfdl, featuring essays by Goodman and others.

NCPA 2001 Event Schedule

The NCPA ispleased to announcethefallowing eventsfor 2001. Detallsfor each
event will beforthcoming. Please contact the Events Department at 972-386-6272
to reserve your place a one of these exciting events.

Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas

May 21 August (t/b/c)
JamesA. Baker 1| Sephen Ambrose
Former U.S. Secretary of State umners Lecture Series
nmersLecture Series October (datet/b/c)
June6 Bob Kerrey

Stephen Moore SumnersLecture Series
Policy Forum

Burnett Tels Texas
Committee Gun
Show L oophole
Doesn’'t Exist

Mandating bedkground chedksa gun
showswill not reduce crimesgnificantly.
Reather than dosing aloophalein current
law, mandatory background checkswill
be agtep toward banning privae firearm
sdesbaweenindividuds

Thet wastheprimary messageof gun
law expert H. Sterling Burnett, NCPA s=
nior policy analys, in March testimony
before the Texas House Crimind Ju-
risorudence Committee.  Burnett was
asked to tedtify before the committee,
whichwas debating abill on gun shows,
based on abrief andyssBurnett had au-
thored for the NCPA onthat subject.
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NCPA Senior Fellow Greg Scandlen discusses
the movement toward a defined contribution
plan for health benefits at the annual meeting
in Washington, D.C., of the Federalist Society.
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Editor Sean Tuffnell

The NCPA is a research and education
organization operating under Section 501(c)(3) of
the Internal Revenue Code: Y ou can contribute to
our effort by mailing your donation to our Dalas
headquarters or logging on to our web site a
www.nepaorg. and dicking “Join Us”
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12655 N. Central Expressway, Suite 720
Dallas, Texas 75243
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